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light, short-turning gas tractor either of the three wheel
or caterpillar type. The machine should not exceed five
feet in height and should be provided with steel hood or
limb protector. Extra strong tillage implements must be
used with tractors, as otherwise serious breakage may
result when stones or stumps are struck. An ordinarily
good orchard tractor should plow about twelve acres of
orchard a day at a cost, including an ample allowance for
interest and depreciation, of not over $12.

FEBTILIZATION

Perhaps no subject connected with citrus fruit culture
is hedged about with as much uncertainty as that of fer-
tilization of the soil. California soils are usually very
rich in available plant-food, and in many cases fertiliza-
tion is not needed for the first few years. The average
orchard, however, will begin to fail after five or six years
of production unless fertilization of the soil is resorted to.
How much and what kinds of fertilizer to apply are ques-
tions which are extremely difficult to answer specifically,
and it is usually necessary for each grower to experiment
on his own land in order to gain an idea of the best course
to follow in his particular case. No one should be dis-
appointed if results fail to appear quickly, for with citrus
trees on rich land it often requires a number of years
before any measurable differences due to experimental
fertilization can be observed.

There is a very widespread idea among persons not well
grounded in the principles of agriculture, that the logical
procedure is to take samples of the soil to a chemist for
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